Report to the SA CFS Volunteers Association AGM – October 2021
We were probably thinking that with the worst of the bushfires behind us, life may get better, and we
would enjoy a “quieter” period during 2021, however, we were wrong.
Bushfires, car accidents and numerous and constant demands on CFS volunteers and staff ensured
it was as busy as ever, but of course it all now comes with the complications of COVID 19.
The CFS Foundation wish to acknowledge the CFS Chief Officer, Mark Jones, and his team for their
significant leadership in coordinating our state-wide responses and at times of national and
international responses.
“Thank you also to all our Volunteers where-ever you may be. Your efforts were selfless,
untiring, and inspirational providing us all with great comfort and assurance as you went
about protecting all of us and our property and possessions. How you all managed to
maintain the fight with the grit you showed, is difficult to comprehend but you make us all so
proud.”
While Volunteers were on the front line, the CFS Foundation continued to receive ongoing support
from sponsors and the community, despite the economic impacts of COVID on both employment
and disposable income. Again, we say thank you to everyone for your support, encouragement and
ensuring we are ready and able to assist any future claims from our wonderful volunteers who may
suffer losses when sacrificing their efforts for the greater good of our state.
Whilst the CFS Foundation continues to meet its revenue targets in these tight economic
circumstances, the Foundation was able to make support payments to many volunteers and their
families in a timely fashion. During the last financial year, the Foundation was able to give direct
financial assistance to 17 CFS volunteers and their families who were impacted during the
Blackford bushfires and Cherry Gardens bushfires.
I can further advise that the residual funds are working to provide continued support for CFS
volunteers as we are all aware that the need to support them does not stop because the fire stopped
burning.
To that end, I can also report that with the generous pro bono support from Mark Sallis (Wallman’s
Lawyers) the Foundation has amended its Constitution which will allow the Foundation to engage in
many more areas of support for our volunteers and their families.
The Trust Deed which is quite specific in its support definitions will remain and the funds currently
held will continue to meet those specific purposes.
I have attached a copy of the CFS Foundation Year in Review, I encourage you to read the attached
brief report.
Please feel free to contact either Mark Sutton or myself if you have any further questions regarding
this report.
Kind Regards
ANDREW LAWSON AFSM
CFSVA Nominee
CFS Foundation Board.

Toyota’s Footy Tickets for CFS Volunteers

A YEAR IN REVIEW
Lucindale/Blackford Bushfires & Cherry Gardens Bushfires
The 11th January 2021 saw the Lucindale bushfire in SA's South East
destroy thousands of hectares of land and a heart‐wrenching amount of livestock,
yet many homes were spared thanks to emergency services crews. The Lucindale
fire began on a hot and windy day with extreme fire danger condi ons at
Blackford, near Mount Sco Conserva on Park, not far from Kingston SE. The fire
burnt through 14,047ha and destroyed 27 buildings, including four homes.

Our generous friends at TOYOTA supplied 10 double passes to CFS
volunteers to each Adelaide Crows home game through out this season.
Due to a number of these CFS
volunteers being based in regional
areas, it was an exci ng opportunity
for them to make a weekend out of it
and really sit back and enjoy the game.
It was a lovely way to say “THANKS” to
some of our incredible CFS volunteers.

Nespresso Coﬀee Machines for CFS Brigades
Shortly a er on 24th January, a
bushfire broke out in the Adelaide Our major sponsor Police Credit Union recognise
the hours and commitment our CFS volunteers
Hills near Cherry Gardens .
make to the community and decided to make
Over 400 CFS volunteers fought to their me at the brigade more enjoyable by
bring this bushfire under control. dona ng Nespresso Machines to various
The fires destroyed 2 homes, 19 Brigades. With CFS brigades located all around
outbuildings, 2 vehicles and scorched South Australia – PCU plan to roll out 20 coﬀee
2,700 hectares of land.
machines per year which is a sensa onal feat.
The CFS Founda on provided financial assistance to a large number of CFS PCU are also providing other special oﬀers
specifically for our CFS volunteers and we thank
volunteers who were impacted by both of these bushfires.
them for their support.
2020 Christmas Drinks
Firestar Rose
SA Power Networks generously
sponsored Christmas drinks for our
The Fire Star is the oﬃcial rose of the CFS
sponsors, supporters and key CFS
Founda on, where a por on of each rose sold
personnel in the beau ful Botanic
goes to the CFS Founda on.
Gardens.
We thank Knights Roses for their ongoing
Minister Tarzia was in a endance to
support to the CFS Founda on.
show his apprecia on for all involved.
Pictured are some of the CFS Founda on
Look out for the rose at your local nursery.
Board members & CEO with Minister
Tarzia.

Visit to Kangaroo Island
CFS Founda on Chairman, John Lynch and
CEO, Gloria Berni visited Kangaroo Island in
July to check on the welfare of some of the CFS
volunteers who were severely impacted during
the bushfires.
Shane Leahy, a garlic farmer has recovered
well and was most apprecia ve of the support
he received from the Founda on.
Interna onal Firefighters Day

New Oﬃce for the CFS Founda on
The team at the CFS Founda on have
made an oﬃce move from the city to
Morphe eville racecourse as we
pa ently wait for the new CFS
Headquarters in the SA Emergency
Services Building at Richmond to be
completed later in 2021.
‘Standby’ Cup supported by VCASA
Thankyou to the Vietnamese Community in

The 4th May 2021 was Interna onal Firefighters Day. It
is a day we give thanks to all those firefighters who risk
their lives every day and those who made the ul mate
sacrifice. We paid tribute to our CFS volunteers across
the state, and the agencies who support them, to help
keep our communi es safe.
SA Emergency Service Medal Presenta on
Our CEO Gloria Berni represented the CFS Founda on at the 2020 SA
Emergency Service Medals and Ministerial Commenda ons that were
presented by Vincent Tarzia ‐ Member for Hartley.
It was a special day across the Emergency Services Sector as many of our
state's volunteers and staﬀ were recognised for their bravery and
dedica on to serving our communi es. Many
of our CFS volunteers were recognised for
their extraordinary eﬀorts during the horrific
bushfires in 2019/2020. Congratula ons to all
of the 69 Emergency Service Medal
recipients. We thank you for your service to
our communi es and to the state of South
Australia.

Australia ‐ SA Chapter Inc (VCASA) for preparing
and delivering 100 free meals to our hand
working CFS Volunteers on Australia Day at the
’Standby Cup’ — a cricket match on Dublin Oval
between CFS Brigades within the Australian
Plains councils area. It was a great day and
enjoyed by all. We give our thanks to the ‘Standby’ Cup par cipants
and also the Vietnamese Community in Australia ‐ SA Chapter Inc.
Feature in the Adver ser—Bushfire Recovery
CFS

Founda on

CEO,

Gloria

Berni,

organised News Corp execu ves Ish Davies
and Penny Fowler, to meet CFS volunteers
Mark Hawkins and Dave Scullen at Cudlee
Creek CFS brigade yesterday. They were
taken on a tour of the fireground and to
Dave's Cudlee Creek home where he recounted his personal story of
the events of the day, as he fought the bushfire to save his home.
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2021 TelethonSA Home Lo ery

FUNDRAISERS

The CFS Founda on was selected as
one of 22 lucky chari es to be a
beneficiary of the 2021 TelethonSA
Home Lo ery where a por on of each
cket sold was donated to the CFS
Founda on.

Naked Wines Australia
Naked Wines Australia were extremely grateful to the CFS
volunteers who worked

relessly through the 2019/2020

bushfires to save lives, property and vineyards in the Adelaide

1st prize was a new built home at The
Square in Woodville West. All cket
winners were announced on the
TelethonSA Home Lo ery website.

Hills and generously donated $29,000 to the CFS Founda on .
We thank Naked Wines for their incredible support!
2020 Walk for a Veteran with PTS
SmartBar Walk for a Veteran with PTS ‐ An annual fundraising walk to
support programs assis ng Veterans and Emergency Services personnel
and their families physical and mental health. The event was a huge
success, with two thirds of the 300
registered walkers, taking on the full 35km
course in wintery condi ons in the
Adelaide Hills. Their tremendous eﬀorts
raised over $70,000 for four chosen
chari es, including the CFS Founda on.
Well done and thank you to Chad McLaren
and his team.
Support from Maxiplas Tanks
The CFS Founda on would like to sincerely thank
Maxiplas for their support, raising over $24,000 for
the Founda on through a tank promo on they held
earlier in the year. We would also like the thank all
the retailers who were involved and anyone who
purchased a tank during their promo on. A fantas c
result and we are extremely grateful, thank you!

Melba’s Chocolate Factory
In December 2019, Melba's Chocolate
Factory was saved by emergency services
personnel many of whom were CFS
volunteers, for this, they say they "will be
forever thankful" .
In the lead up to Christmas and over
summer, to show their apprecia on, they
raised awareness and almost $7,000 for the
CFS Founda on and our CFS volunteers!

The Arkaba Hotel Support
On Friday nights, the Arkaba Hotel Sports Bar
hold a meat tray raﬄe where all of the
proceeds go to the CFS Founda on.
Thanks Hurley Hotel Group, we greatly
appreciate your support!
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